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CLOSING THE SKILLS GAP FOR ADULTS AND THEIR FAMILIES




Talking Points for Speech on Need for Adult Education

Introduction:

· Americans still remember problems of high unemployment – poverty, economic stagnation, inflation.  

· This fear makes it hard to recognize that America’s superhot economy and record-low unemployment rates can cause problems of their own.

· Our low unemployment rate is a stumbling block preventing further expansion. 

· We now have a shortage of qualified workers.  Help wanted signs are everywhere.  In the computer field alone 250,000 jobs remain open.  

· School drop-outs and people on welfare who might take these jobs are held back by their lack of skills.

The Skills Gap:

· Adult education is not just for those who can’t read and write.  Even entry-level jobs require technical knowledge and computer skills. 

· As the range of skills needed rises, more and more workers fall short. A third of applicants lack even the basic skills of reading and writing.  

· The 1992 Adult Literacy Survey found that more than 40 million Americans had only rudimentary reading and writing skills.   

· More than 20% of adults read only at or below the fifth-grade level – too low to succeed. In <state>, <number> scored at the lowest level on the national survey.

· This creates a mismatch.  Jobs are going vacant for lack of qualified people, but people are going without jobs for want of skills.  

· 90% of Fortune 1000 said that low literacy hurts their productivity and profitability. 

· Over 70 percent of adults at the lowest levels of literacy have no job or only a part-time job.  Two out of five live in poverty.  Almost half of adults on welfare lack a high school diploma.  And these welfare recipients without an education are far more likely to stay on welfare. In <state> We have <number> on welfare.

The Solution – Adult Education:

· This skills gap can be bridged by adult education.  Adult education helps potential workers master the basic literacy skills they need.  It does not replace employer’s training but prepares the worker through basic skills. 

· Adult education is more than just GED prep and volunteer reading programs.  Adult education helps teach the entry-level employment skills most of us take for granted.

· Adult education takes place at the workplace, schools, community colleges, and special workforce development centers. In <state> <number> of adults are learning skills they can use to obtain better jobs. 

· Because much of adult education focuses on workplace skills, it is immediately relevant to adults seeking employment.  They can see the connections between the training and their future and so are willing to work harder and learn more than they did when in school.  Adult education also helps them learn to read to their children, assist with their children’s homework, and read about campaign issues.  

Government’s Role:

· Support from government is critical to helping adults strengthen their contributions to society. But in 1998 the government spent only $345 million to help adults upgrade their literacy skills for the modern world of work. In <state>, we provided <money> which helped but is still not enough.

· Fortunately, business leaders and policymakers have begun to recognize the crucial role of adult education.  They are working to expand government funding. 

· Support is bipartisan from those who recognize how it will move needy Americans from welfare to work and help business by having a larger, better-educated workforce.

Cost Effective:

· Adult education is a sound investment.  Every dollar spent on adult education pays for itself multiple times.  In <state> we spend $XXX on adult learning programs.  This brings us $XX in savings on public assistance and $XXX in new income and taxes from workers with new and better jobs.  The net savings is $XXX

· Adult education programs make great gains for a small cost. 

Society:

· The impact of adult education lasts longer than just the 40-plus hours of the work week.

· When adults improve their reading and math skills they are better able to help their children with school.  And they set a good example for their children.  Studies show that children of adults who participate in literacy programs improve their school grades and are more likely to stay in school.  

· Our democracy relies on its voters’ knowledge and abilities. Improving Americans’ ability to read will expand their access to voting information.

· And educated adults are better equipped to take care of their health, reducing hospital costs.

Conclusion:

· <State>’s economic success depends on marshaling the efforts of all of its citizens.  We can no longer continue to depend on just the 22% of our population who have completed college or even the 80% who finished high school.  

· In the long run <state> cannot afford to force corporations to relocate or look overseas for workers.  We cannot afford to keep thousands of high-tech jobs vacant for lack of people to sit in front of computers.  And we certainly cannot afford to lose the potential accomplishments of <number lacking literacy skills> of <state name for residents>. 

· Legislators can sponsor and support initiatives and talk to the governor.  Business leaders can examine their company’s adult education programs and partner with organizations and state.  Local officials can provide space and publicity.  Citizens can write local representative and inform others about programs.  

· Education can shift a person from welfare to work, poverty to progress, and failure to future. 
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