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Parents are important too!
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No Child Left Behind Includes Parents


Family literacy is an authorized activity under No Child Left Behind (NCLB).


Schools are encouraged to offer family literacy services if a substantial number of students have parents without a high school diploma or have low levels of literacy.


Schoolwide programs and targeted assistance schools are required to provide strategies to increase parental involvement.  


Local Educational Agencies must set aside 1% of their total basic grant  to improve parental involvement, including promoting family literacy and parenting skills.


One of the goals of Title II, Part D of NCLB is to support local technology efforts to promote parent and family involvement in education.


Many parents with the greatest need to be involved in their children’s education and make informed choices are the same parents who lack the basic skills to do so.








Impact on Children


Children’s literacy levels are strongly linked to the educational level of their parents, especially their mothers. (National Institute for Literacy-NIFL)


Children of parents who are unemployed and have not completed high school are five times more likely to drop out than children of employed parents. (NIFL)


Children who participate in family literacy programs:


Make gains three times greater than would have been expected based on their pre-enrollment rate of development,


Demonstrate an 80 percent increase in reading books, and


Make twice as many trips to the library. (National Center for Family Literacy-NCFL)








The Adult Education Connection


Adults participating in family literacy:


Remain enrolled longer than those in most adult-only programs,


50% earn their GED, and


43% become employed, compared with 14% before enrolling. (NCFL)


The _________________ Adult Education Program provides instruction that is aimed directly at the skills and knowledge parents need to improve their own basic skills as well as support their children’s learning.


In 2002-2003, the _________________Adult Education Program served ____ men and women with children enrolled in the Michigan school system.


As a result of their participation, _____ parents increased their involvement in their children’s education as evidenced by increased involvement in school activities, greater assistance with children’s homework, more frequent reading to their children at home, and increased family visits to the library.
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