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FACT SHEET

The National Literacy Delivery System
Literacy services are provided across the country by a broad array of public and private organizations.

Need


· More than 20 percent of adults read at or below the fifth-grade level -- far below the level needed to earn a living wage.

· Over 40 million Americans age 16 and older have significant literacy needs.

Resources

· Federal investment = $345 million for FY 1998

· All State and local investment combined = estimated $958 million for FY 1998

Literacy provider network

Nationally, 4 million adults (fewer than 10 percent of adults without a high school diploma or GED) enrolled in adult basic education programs in 1996.  Adult learners participate in literacy programs offered by the following:




-                                                            
Outcomes

     Of adults participating in literacy programs in 1996:  

· 331,511 earn a high school diplomas or GED;

· 175,255 move on to more advanced education and training;

· 110,000 get a job;

· 101,000 get a better job.

Source: Division of Adult Education and Literacy/U.S. Department of Education

Volunteer efforts

· Over 140,000 certified volunteer tutors teach 250,000 adult literacy students annually.

· Most volunteers work through 1,500 local programs that are affiliated with two national volunteer literacy organizations:  Laubach Literacy Action and Literacy Volunteers of America.

· Volunteers give 7 million hours of literacy service annually.

· Sixty percent of funding for volunteer programs comes from individual, corporate, and foundation support; 40 percent from federal, state, and local government grants.

· Volunteer programs are based primarily in libraries, churches, and community centers.

(Add state specific data here)
Source: The National Institute For Literacy
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