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Niles Adult Education


Partners in Adult Learning
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How Adult Education Can Contribute





















































Collaboration Opportunities for Building an Adult Learning System 









































Michigan’s economy is transforming to one that demands new skills, knowledge, and credentials, especially post-secondary education. Unlike in the past, Michigan workers can no longer expect to hold a family-sustaining job with only a high school diploma.





One out of three working-age Michigan adults — 1.7 million people — lacks the basic skills or credentials to attain a family-sustaining job and contribute to the state’s economy.





It is important to recognize that the financial reality for low-skilled individuals, their children, and our communities are grim: 


13.3 percent of adults who have just a high school diploma or less are living in families with incomes below a living wage. 


28 percent of working poor families (24,229 families) had a parent without a high-school diploma.


11 percent of working poor families (9,518 families) had a parent who speaks English less than “very well”.1





The most educationally disadvantaged workers, those lacking a high school diploma or GED and having no technical training, are at a severe and usually insurmountable disadvantage in the competition for good jobs.   Furthermore, as many as 40-50 percent of TANF clients may have undiagnosed learning disabilities.  If our basic skills problems remain unaddressed, this may create serious challenges to Michigan’s economic future.





Now more than ever, transformation of Michigan’s adult learning system is critical to improving workers’ abilities to succeed in the new economy.  The Niles Adult Education Program is eager to collaborate with our workforce partners to make this happen!





1	Transforming Michigan’s Adult Learning Infrastructure. Council for Labor and Economic Growth. 2008.








Contact Information:


Jane Doe, Director


Niles Adult Education Program


555.342.5678
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Common Mission…


Common Vision


Together we can make a difference!











